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July 14, 2008 
 
TO:  Regional Superintendents 
 
 
FROM: Tim Imler, Division Administrator 
  Division of Funding and Disbursement Services 
 
 
SUBJECT: Change to 23 Ill Admin Section 1.515 a) 3) requiring a valid, current first 

aid card for school bus driver instructors 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please be advised that effective June 30, 2008 Part 1 Public Schools Evaluation, 
Recognition and Supervision Section 1.515 a) 3) Training of School Bus Driver 
Instructors has been changed and requires all school bus driver instructors to possess a 
current, valid first aid card as a condition for being properly certified.  The complete 
section along with the additional language is provided below.  If you have questions 
regarding this change, please contact Cinda Meneghetti at 217-782-5256. 
 
Section 1.515 Training of School Bus Driver Instructors 
Initial and refresher training is required of all school bus drivers by Section 6-106.1 of the 
Illinois Vehicle Code [625 ILCS 5/6-106.1].  Pursuant to Section 3-14.23 of the School 
Code [105 ILCS 5/3-14.23], regional superintendents of schools are responsible for 
conducting training programs for school bus drivers.  These programs shall be established 
by the State Board of Education and approved by the Secretary of State pursuant to the 
Secretary's rules titled School Bus Driver Permit (92 Ill. Adm. Code 1035). 
 

a) 92 Ill. Adm. Code 1035.30 of the Secretary's rules requires the 
certification of bus driver instructors by the State Board of Education.  
The following standards shall apply to this certification. 

 
1) The person must be at least 21 years of age. 

 
2) The person must hold or have held an Illinois School Bus Driver's 

Permit, hold a current teaching certificate endorsed for driver 
education, or have the approval of the regional superintendent as 
having had other direct involvement in school bus transportation. 

 
3) The person must provide a current, valid card as evidence of 

having completed a course in first aid from the American Red 
Cross, the American Heart Association, or another national 
organization that is recognized by the Illinois Department of Public 
Health. 



 

 
4) The person must have assisted a certified instructor in conducting 

an initial school bus driver training course and a refresher course; 
the person must also have taught each of these types of courses 
under the observation of a certified instructor and have received a 
satisfactory evaluation of overall teaching performance. 

 
5) Certification of bus driver instructors shall be renewed annually.  

Renewal shall be sought by the regional superintendent of the 
region where services will be provided, with the permission of the 
individuals in question and using a form supplied by the State 
Superintendent of Education.  Renewal of certification shall be 
based on the criteria set forth in subsections (a)(1) through (a)(4) 
of this Section. 

 
b) The State Superintendent shall notify each regional superintendent of the 

certification status of all affected instructors in his or her region and of any 
deficiencies preventing the certification of any individual.  The regional 
superintendent shall be responsible for notifying instructors of their status. 

 
c) The regional superintendent shall be responsible for notifying the 

employers of all bus drivers who complete initial or refresher training 
courses. 

 
(Source:  Amended at 32 Ill. Reg. 10229, effective June 30, 2008) 


